Message

From: Lindsay, Andrea [Lindsay.Andrea@epa.gov]
Sent: 2/1/2018 6:43:14 PM
To: Hough, Palmer [Hough.Palmer@epa.gov]; Peterson, Erik [Peterson.Erik@epa.gov]; Szerlog, Michael

[Szerlog.Michael@epa.gov]; Palomaki, Ashley [Palomaki.Ashley@epa.gov]; Nalven, Heidi [Nalven.Heidi@epa.gov];
Skadowski, Suzanne [Skadowski.Suzanne@epa.gov]; Allnutt, David [Allnutt.David@epa.gov]; Bennett, Brittany
[bennett.brittany@epa.gov]

Subject: Bristol Bay newspaper Public Notices scheduled

Hello, everyone. FYI, our Public Notice of the suspended withdrawal will run February 2 in the Alaska Dispatch News, and
February 8 in the Bristol Bay Times. The text is as follows:

EPA Suspends Withdrawal of Proposed Determination in Bristol Bay Watershed

EPA has decided to suspend its process to withdraw proposed restrictions relating to mining the Pebble deposit. The
agency reached this decision after hearing directly from stakeholders and the people of Alaska, and considering recent
developments, including Pebble Limited Partnership’s submission of a permit application to the Army Corps of
Engineers. In 2014, EPA issued a Clean Water Act Section 404(c) Proposed Determination that would, if finalized, restrict
the discharge of dredged or fill material in the Bristol Bay watershed related to mining the Pebble copper and gold
deposit. In a May 11, 2017, settlement agreement resolving outstanding lawsuits between EPA and the Pebble Limited
Partnership, EPA agreed to initiate a process to propose to withdraw the Proposed Determination by July 11, 2017. In
July 2017, EPA solicited public comment on whether to withdraw the Proposed Determination, and whether the
Administrator should review the withdrawal decision if such a decision is made. The comment period closed October 17,
2017. EPA received more than one million public comments. On January 26, 2018, EPA signed a Federal Register Notice
announcing that the Proposed Determination will remain in place pending the agency’s further consideration of the
potential mine’s impact on the region’s world-class fisheries and natural resources. For information and to read the
Federal Register Notice, visit: itps:/Swww. epa.gov/brisinlbay.
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